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Hi all! Welcome to AP Human Geography.  I look forward to our year together as we both enter upon our journey 

into the discovery of how human beings use this space we call Earth. It is my hope that not only will you get a grade 

of 5 on the AP exam next May but that you will also develop a love and passion for Geography as I have and will 

want to continue in this field of study as you move forward into college. 

 

In advance of you beginning this course this coming fall, I would like for you to choose one book from the attached 

list of EIGHT to read over this summer. As well, I would like for you to complete a TEXTBOOK assignment related 

to the Introductory Unit of this course. 

 

The books on this list have been selected to help you understand the nature and complexity of Geography before 

undertaking its formal study. Moreover, each book in its own way will hopefully broaden your knowledge of 

Geography by helping make the complex simple and the intricate interesting. 

 

Finally, I have selected these books because they are easily accessible, eminently readable, broadly informative and 

specifically focused on some important aspect of Geography such as population growth and energy consumption, 

immigration, ethnic conflict, globalization, cultural landscape or geopolitics. It is my hope that in anticipation of 

taking AP Human Geography, that you will not only enjoy the subject matter of the book you select but that by 

reading this book you will make your AP experience more meaningful. 

 

 

I. Assignment I – Book Review 

Format:  12 font, times new roman, double-spaced. Point deductions will be taken if this format is not followed. With 

regard to length of response, three-four pages typed in total would be considered appropriate! Please use the following 

rubric as a guide to how to organize your paper: 

 

I. Description:  

Author's name, place of publication, date of publication, number of pages in book   5 points 

Summary of Book - important points brought out, highlights, etc.     20 points 

 

II. Analysis 

Author's objectives - What did the author intend for the reader in writing this book?  10 points 

Universal Lessons - Provide examples from the book of lessons that would apply any place  10 points 

or time. These lessons should deal, if possible, with threads of humanity or the universal 

condition. If you do not feel there is any lesson to be learned from your book, explain why?  10 points 

        

III. Appraisal 

Did you like/Dislike the book and Why? What is missing?     25 points

             

IV.  Themes of Geography           20 points 

 Please integrate, where applicable, the 5 geographic themes of place/location, movement,   

 perception, human/environment interaction, and region. If you are unsure of the definitions  

 of these terms, you will find them in your textbook, any dictionary or web inquiry related to  

 the Five Themes of Geography. You do not have to address them all, just the ones that apply  

 to your book!  

 

V.  Ten points are reserved for the overall paper.        10 points 

   

                      Total:             100 points 
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Summer Reading Book List  

Copies of these books can be found in your local Library.   

 

 

1. Friedman, Thomas. The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-first Century (Farrar, Straus and 

Giroux; April 2005). From the text, “Cheap, ubiquitous telecommunications have finally obliterated all 

impediments to international competition, and the dawning "flat world" is a jungle pitting "lions" and 

"gazelles," where "economic stability is not going to be a feature" and "the weak will fall farther behind." 

Rugged, adaptable entrepreneurs, by contrast, will be empowered. The service sector (telemarketing, 

accounting, computer programming, engineering and scientific research, etc.), will be further outsourced 

to the English-spoken abroad; manufacturing; meanwhile, will continue to be off-shored to China.” If you 

choose this book, concentrate on reading about the TEN flatteners and THREE other chapters of your 

choosing.  

 

2. Blasko, Larry. Opening the Borders: Solving the Mexico/U.S. Immigration Problem for Our Sake and 

Mexico's (Level IV Press; February, 2007). In this excellent work on a very relevant topic to those of us 

living in Danbury, the author reminds us that America is a nation founded by immigrants. He also points 

out the obvious: the first question we need to ask is „why are millions of Mexicans compelled to risk their 

lives to sneak into the U.S. in the first place?‟ 

 

3. de Blij, Harm. Why Geography Matters, Three Changes Facing America: Climate Change, The Rise of 

China and Global Terrorism. (Oxford University Press. September 2005) This is a book about three major 

challenges facing the US (and the world) - Climate Change, the Rise of China and Islam. It's a book that 

many believe challenges the sterile prevailing world view and propaganda peddled by many politicians in 

the US and elsewhere. It is insightful, honest, and extremely thought-provoking and says what needs to be 

said in carefully analyzed and logical sections.  

 

4. Sachs, Jeffrey D. The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time. (Penguin Press. December 

2006) Based on a tremendous amount of data and his own experiences working as an economic advisor to 

the UN and several individual nations, Sachs makes a strong moral, economic, and political case for why 

countries and individuals should battle poverty with the same commitment and focus normally reserved for 

waging war. This book not only makes the end of poverty seem realistic, but in the best interest of 

everyone on the planet, rich and poor alike. 

 

5. Pollan, Michael. Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. (Penguin Press. August, 2007) 

The author writes about how our food is grown -- what it is, in fact, that we are eating. The book is really 

three in one: The first section discusses industrial farming; the second, organic food, both as big business 

and on a relatively small farm; and the third, what it is like to hunt and gather food for oneself.  An 

excellent read related to the impact of “globalized, industrialized agribusiness.” 

 

 

 

6. Timmerman, Kelsey. Where am I Wearing: A Global Tour to the Countries, Factories, and People that 

Make Our Clothes  

(Wiley, November, 2008). The author travels the globe in search of the factories that manufactured his 

clothing. Tracking a T-shirt, underwear, jeans, and flip-flops leads him from Honduras to Bangladesh to 

Cambodia and China. The author states: “There isn‟t a single worker who makes my clothes who lives a 

life that I would find acceptable.” 

 



7. Kurlansky, Mark Salt: A World History (Penguin, January, 2003). A substance so valuable it served as 

currency, salt has influenced the establishment of trade routes and cities, provoked and financed wars, 

secured empires, and inspired revolutions. 

 

8. Standage, Tom. A History of the World in Six Glasses (Walker Publishing, May, 2006). This book tells the 

story of humanity from the Stone Age to the 21st century through the lens of beer, wine, spirits, coffee, 

tea, and cola. For the author, each drink is a kind of technology, a catalyst for advancing culture by which 

he demonstrates the intricate interplay of different civilizations.  

 

 

II. Summer Assignment from Text  

 

From Text, Read Chapter 1, Thinking Geographically, beginning with preface. 

**OUTLINE the chapter, connecting key ideas and their associated application. Use the key terms noted at the 

back of the chapter as a starting point. All of these key terms and other concepts you feel are important should be 

noted in these outlines.  

 

**When creating your OUTLINE, MAKE SURE TO GIVE AN EXAMPLE where ever you feel it is appropriate. 

When you take the APHG exam next May there will be a number of questions, both multiple choice and free 

response that will ask you to know the terms and also their application. Elaboration is the key to a 5! 

 

***BOTH this outline and your book review are due on the first day of school and MUST be submitted to 

Turnitin.com by 8:00am that morning! 

 

To submit to turnitin.com follow the instructions below: 

For first time users: 

Go to  www.turnitin.com 

Top right corner – click log in 

Select create a user profile 

Select user type – student 

Enter class ID --   9992731 

Enter password – Geography 

Follow directions for setting up account and submitting assignment 
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